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Criteria of Adequacy
[bookmark: _GoBack]Criteria of adequacy is a technique that is used in evaluating hypotheses and alternative hypotheses of a claim (Okasha, 2002). One of the criteria of adequacy is testability. A hypothesis can only be scientific if it is able to be tested. This is possible if only it predicts something more than what is predicted by the background theory only. Therefore, the hypothesis needs to have room for testing for it to qualify fully as a scientific phenomenon. Another criterion is fruitfulness. A good hypothesis should be one that is more successful when other things are considered equal. The hypothesis should be able to make the most successful predictions as compared to other hypotheses. There is also the criteria of scope. This is meant to say that a hypothesis or explanation should be able to describe a more diverse phenomenon. The hypothesis contains the greatest scope and thus is able to predict and explain the most diverse phenomenon as opposed to other hypotheses. This is very important in making one understand the various phenomenon that are there and also the reason why they occur.
The criteria of simplicity simply means that the hypothesis fronted should be simple. It should be one that is easy to use and also make the fewest assumptions. There are several hypotheses that make a lot of assumptions and this makes it difficult to compare with them. A simple hypothesis will, therefore, enhance the understanding of the phenomena advocated by it. Another important criterion of adequacy is conservatism (Okasha, 2002). Most of the hypotheses are normally equal but lack the conservative part in them. Therefore, a good hypothesis should be one that is the most conservative. This means that the hypothesis fits best with established beliefs. In certain situation, some of the hypothesis do not fit best to the beliefs that are largely in place and this causes problems in using them. Therefore, a hypothesis should be conserving for it to work properly in different situations.
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